
Joel Thomas “Joe” Asher

90 a resident of Lincoln, Washington County, Arkansas, died December 15, 2012 in a Siloam
Springs, Benton County, Arkansas, hospital. Joe was born January 12, 1922 at Westville, Adair
County, Arkansas the son of Joel Frank and Della Elzada Cook Asher. He attended the Pleasant
Hill School in Adair County, Westville, Oklahoma, moving to Aimsville, Oregon in 1940. He
worked on a large farm planting, harvesting beans, wheat and grains. He hand milk over 16 cows,
feeding chickens, cattle and pigs before his induction to the Army.

Joe married Joyce Boren on August 20th, 1942 in Vancouver County, Washington.

Joe was a veteran of World War II, serving with the 104 Infantry Division “Timberwolves”. He
was inducted into the Army on December 15, 1942 at Portland, Oregon. At that time, he was
living in St. Helens, Oregon. With his background, he was considered a sharpshooter marksman
with the M-1 Rifle. He served in Northern Frances, Rhineland and Central Europe, with
decorations and citations in the European African Middle Eastern Service Medal, the American
Theatre service medal. The 104th Infantry Division clawed their way over countless miles of
industrial Germany, Smashing and surprising by night attacks, soundly drubbed by the smooth
combination of guts, brains and supplies, which the Germans reeled in headlong retreat. This
group of fighters sustained large casualties, but the Germans paid a higher price including many
prisoners. He was in the invasion at Normandy during D-Day. Joe separation form the Army was
on December 22, 1945 in Fort Lewis, Washington.

He was preceded in death by his wife Joyce on August 25, 2007 in Fayetteville, Arkansas. She
along with Joe were co-founders and lifetime members of the Arkansas Trappers Association,
where she served as secretary/treasurer. Joyce was born on June 8, 1925 at Eagleton, Arkansas,
the daughter of Benjamin Walter and Ida Gregston Boren. Joyce and Joe were married for 65
years. They both were members of the Texas and National Trappers Association and the NRA. 
They also kept a complete hand written Trapping Journal spanning many years. This Journal was
so complete with dates, locations, conditions, and hand written notes. This Journal is a part of
this eulogy to Joe and Joyce.

Joe was a member of the American Legion Post #171 of Lincoln. He was an accomplished
musician. They both were Baptist.

Joe and Joyce at the time of her death, were survived by two sons, Joel Thomas Asher Jr. And his
wife Mary Jo and Mike Asher. The also were survived by three daughters, Beth Asher Ramirez
and her husband Martin, Mary Asher Brown and her husband Carl, and Christie Asher Barker.
Eighteen grandchildren, Davy Asher, Alex Ramirez, Delbert Shreve, Andy Shreve, Tony Asher,
Scott Shreve, Sgt. Wally Asher, Karin Lea, Jason Barker, Jeremyh Asher, Joshua Barker, Janna
Barker, Joel Asher, Chance Asher, Justine Owens, Charlie Brown, Jerry Kahl and Meridith
Robinson.

Joe and Joyce were buried in the National Cemetery, Washington County, Fayetteville, Arkansas.
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